[Reoperation for refractory postoperative chylous ascites: value of peritoneovenous shunt combined with closure of lympho-peritoneal fistula].
Postoperative chylous ascites is a rare but serious complication resulting in denutrition, lymphopenia and infection. The first-intent treatment is usually conservative. We report a case of chylous ascites after retroperitoneal lymphadenectomy for testicular cancer, persisting despite conservative treatment then successfully treated by lymphostasis combined with peritoneovenous shunt. In case of high-output postoperative chylous ascites in low-risk patients with presumed localization of fistula, reoperation is indicated for lymphostasis. We advise to associate a peritoneovenous shunt in case of incomplete closure of the lymphoperitoneal fistula to avoid the morbidity of prolonged ascites.